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Administrator’s Report 

August 25, 2020 

 

 

General Hospital District Information Update:   

COVID -19:  As of today, Granite County has had a total of 18 positive cases.  Currently, only one is still active and 

will be recovered as of tomorrow. 

Schools are planning to open.  Masks are still required if there are 4 or more positive cases in the county.   

 6,624    Total cases to date in Montana – (almost doubled in the last month) 

 4,891    Cases Recovered  

 1,636    Active cases in Montana           

 119       Active Hospitalizations 

  97        Deaths  

 

Activities /Life Enrichment:   

 In July, our patients took 4 Field Trips. The first was to East Fork, and then to Bearmouth, Skalkaho Falls 

and the last was to Helmville. With each of these trips, patients shared stories and a bit of history.  These 

trips are short, so they take one in the morning and one in the afternoon. This allows all to go that want to.  

If there is an extra seat available, someone may go twice.  

 For the monthly Birthday Party we served a cake called “Dr. Pepper” Cake; with Dr. Pepper in the cake and 

in the frosting. The conversation over that was fun to listen to. 

 Ice Cream Socials and Lemonade under the Gazebo are a big hit during the summer.  

 In August our patients who are able have started taking short side by side rides around the block with staff.  

It has been a great source of excitement and adventure.  They really love the chance to have the wind in 

their face and they enjoy being out in the fresh air. 

 

Business Department/ Revenue Cycle Team:   

 Brenda and I had a conference call with Granite Mountain Bank to discuss our existing Line of Credit. As 

you know, in April, seeing the impact of COVID-19, GMB modified out LOC terms, extending the 

requirement for principal payments until October 2020.  During this meeting we discussed the current 

financial state of the district and GMB agreed to extend the payoff date on the LOC from a two year term to 

a five year term with principal and interest payments to begin on September 10, 2020. 

 WIPFLI will be conducting the Cost Report Field Audit remotely September 8th – 11th. 

 

Central Supply:  No Report 

Clinics:  No Report 

Dietary:  No Report 

 

Grants:  CT Project: Remaining items are still the astragal that needs installation on the CT Door (US 

Modular) and installing a gutter over the new electrical box.  Gravel is being ordered and will be placed around 

the CT Suite to landscape. 

 

Emergency Preparedness:  No Report 
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Environmental Services:  No Report 

 

Human Resources:    

 Nursing:  Openings include one night nurses, two CNA’s.  We recently hired a registered nurse who will start this 

week and transition to night shift in October when the current agency contract wraps up. 

 Radiology:  Our second CT tech, Jesse Pagac, will start in September. 

 

IT:  No Report 

Laboratory: No Report 

Maintenance / Transportation:  No Report                                                                                                                            

 

Marketing:  Huffman Grocery has donated two ad spots on KOPR 94.1 and 105.5fm.  One focuses on the Mill Levy 

and one on the new CT scanner.  Please join me in thanking Hufffman grocery for sponsoring this advertisement 

Medical Staff:   

 New Credentials:  Dr. Syed A. Akbar and Dr Joseph D. Trudeau (teleradiology) 

 Resignations:  Dr. James Edlin, Dr. Anne Giuliano and Dr. Morgan Hale, Dr. Farhad Keliddari (retired or 

resigned form Direct Radiology) 

 Re-credentialed Providers:  None 

 

Nursing

July Patient Census 

Intermediate Swing Bed (LTC)                =  20                        

Swing Bed billable days                       =   8 (1)  

Acute   billable days                             =   0 

Observation Patients                             =   2 

Outpatient Nurse Visit      =     1 

Adult Day Care Visits =     0 

Deaths                               =     1 (ER) 

ER Visits                           =    51

Physical Therapy:                                                             Safety Report:  No concerns brought forward

June had a total:   59 Visits                                                     

OP       =    50 

Acute  =      0  

SB       =     7   

LTC      =     2 

  

Radiology:   

 We completed 18 CT Scans in July.   

 The Qualified Medical Physicist for our region was onsite August 4th, to certify that our CT machine and 

department are in compliance with state and federal guidelines in regard to use of the equipment, its performance 

specifications and calibration processes.  We passed the evaluation and No corrective actions were required. 

 Scott Cromwell from Slate Architecture is evaluating the rooms near the CT Suite to convert one to a new 

Radiology room.  I expect a proposal very soon. I will share the information as it is received. 

 After completing the bidding process and evaluating the offerings of GE, Toshiba and Siemens, the Toshiba 

Carestream line of equipment was chosen to upgrade our Radiology Department to state of the art digital 

technology.  Siemens had a good machine, however, did not provide an extended warranty or information on a 

service contract.   GE was comparable on the points of price and warranty and their team has been 

exceptional to work with on the CT project.  What tipped the scale this time were the machine features and 
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ease of use.  Jill reached out to several X-ray techs and facilities to evaluate preferences and Carestream was 

the preferred choice. 

The portable has a built in charging system for the detectors, rotating tray and the tower collapses, which is 

a big safety feature as well as functionality.  Total cost for the equipment is $324,332 and installers will 

remove the old equipment from the current radiology room.  As I shared in earlier meetings, this purchase 

will be fully covered by COVID-19 Relief Funds.  This is specifically what the funds are intended for, as it 

improves our preparedness to evaluate potential COVID-19 patients.   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Maria Stoppler CEO/DON

 


